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Krisztina Kolos Orban (incumbent) 

Steering Committee meetings attended 2014-16: 18/20 Skype, 9/9 live 
Based in (you may also add other information on your origin): Budapest, Hungary 
Gender identity (optional): non-binary identified 
Member of the following TGEU member organisation(s): Transvanilla Transgender Association 
Member of other organisations working with / for trans people:  
Individual TGEU member: no 
 
Application Summary (max. 1000 characters) 
Two years ago In Budapest TGEU members have shown their trust in me by electing me as member of the 
Steering Committee. After that I was appointed by the Co-Chairs to become the treasurer of the organisation 
so I also became a member of the Executive Board. 
I feel still committed and passionate about trans rights and TGEU's mission. The past two years was an 
incredible journey for me at TGEU. I enjoyed the international work and loved contributing to the further 
development of this growing organisation. 
My international trans experience started with a TGEU seminar in 2011 after several years of community 
building in the field. I am vice president of Transvanilla in Hungary and I also work for the organisation part 
time since 2014. 
Being a board member of a national trans NGO for six years now I have also gained skills on community and 
capacity building, fundraising, advocacy and networking.  
Not working full time means I have the time to volunteer for the European trans community and TGEU. 
 
Motivation (max. 1000 characters) 
Two years ago In Budapest TGEU members have shown their trust in me by electing me as member of the 
Steering Committee. After that I was appointed by the Co-Chairs to become the treasurer of the organisation 
so I also became a member of the Executive Board. 
I feel still committed and passionate about trans rights and TGEU's mission. The past two years was an 
incredible journey for me at TGEU. I enjoyed the international work and loved contributing to the further 
development of this growing organisation. Based on the knowledge and understanding I gained of the 
organisation during the past term I would like to contribute more and also continue the supporting of staff and 
membership in their work. I am not working full time so I have the time to volunteer on the European level. 
I would be delighted to achieve more things together and to serve TGEU and it's staff to further develop the 
organisation's structure and functioning to the substantial organisational growth of recent years. 
 
Skills (max. 1000 characters) 
I have been managing a small international sales company as general manager before becoming an activist 
and I still use the financial and governing skills gained during those years in my everyday work. I have been 
serving in the Executive Board of TGEU in the past two years and now I have a more insight picture of the 
organisation and have also learned a lot. I also have participated in ILGA-Europe's training on financies to be 
able to better serve TGEU as treasurer.  
Developing an organisation in a country where circumstances are not friendly has shaped my personality to 
become a leader with vision and being able to achieve successes and goals in difficult circumstances. Being a 
board member of a national trans NGO since 2011 I have also gained skills on community and capacity 
building, fundraising, advocacy and networking.  
I consider myself  as a responsible person and I am able to work independently and even under extreme 
pressure. 
 
Experience in NGO and especially in trans activism (max. 1500 characters) 
My LGBT+ activism started around 2004, I have been editing an online queer portal since then. Still online is 
the oldest as such in Hungary. The website serves as a hub mostly for LBQ women and trans people in the 
country.  
I started focusing on trans issues nine years ago. First I took part in developing safe online and later offline 
spaces for trans people. This grassroot initiative proved to be very successful and a very community based 
NGO grew out of it: Transvanilla Transgender Association. 
My international trans experience started with a TGEU seminar in 2011 after several years of community 
building in the field. Soon after that event we founded Transvanilla, which is the first and only registered and 
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functioning NGO in Hungary working only on trans issues. In the past 4 years we have achieved a lot: besides 
our advocacy successes from a volunteer based NGO we became a professional organisation being able to run 
several different projects simultaneously. I am vice president of Transvanilla since the beginning and I also 
work for the organisation part time since 2014. I monitor transphobic discrimination and violence and I am 
responsible for our international relations which means I am also involved in international advocacy on the 
European and also on the UN level. 
One of our organisational highlight is that we have been hosting the 5th European Transgender Council in 
Budapest in 2014 and I have been the leader of the local organising team. 
 
Anything else you want to mention? 
 
 


