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Nicole De Leo (new) 

Based in (you may also add other information on your origin): Bologna 
Gender identity (optional): Transwoman 
Member of the following TGEU member organisation(s):M.I.T. (Movemento Identità Transessuale) 
Member of other organisations working with / for trans people: 
Individual TGEU member: No 
 
Application Summary (max. 1000 characters) 
My name is Nicole De Leo I was born in South of Italy , Ruvo di Puglia (BA)  in 1958 . I attended to Language 
high school and then I began to study and work as an actress in Rome. Since I was very young I have always 
been involved in fighting for Transgender right as my own life was continuously harassed by the society in 
which I lived. Then when I decided  to make sex-change I came in touch of M.I.T. where I developed a more 
substantial awareness of  transsexual condition. So I got involved in many of the projects in which M.I.T. was 
involved such as access to work counter in collaboration with CGIL which is the main Italian  Trade Union, 
Information desk  and counseling concerning health-care and prostitution.  I was also involved in Cultural and 
artistic experiences such as organization of  DIVERGENTI Transgender Film Festival in Bologna, performances 
and readings connected to promote a different image of transsexual/transgender reality 
 
Motivation (max. 1000 characters) 
I have already been attending TGEU in Wien and Malmoe in behalf of M.I.T. Bologna where I developed a wide 
experience in trans activism.  I have been involved in many of the activities of M.I.T   such as health-care , 
projects concerning  prostitution, organization of Divergenti Film Festival, counceling, theatrical experiences.  
I hope to be useful in a wider and more international environment in order to share my Italian experience and 
return the European one to my organization.  I don’t  expect or imagine any specific  role but the one 
advantageous for TGEU and transsexual and transgender people. My experience is founded on fighting  for 
our rights which are continually overcome in my country and in an extended area of Europe. I think that a 
cultural change must be developped with an incessant action in collaboration with all those organizations and 
institutions which can allow a more actual and pertinent  awareness of transgender reality.  Educational 
Institutions such as School can be the place where we can create a different  approach with the transgender  
situation. Performances and readings and direct contact with students and teachers are the activities in which 
I think I can be worthwhile . 
 
Skills (max. 1000 characters) 
I am an actress  and I have been playing all around Italy and also abroad. I have been participating to some 
Italian Films, Documentaries, TV commercials and International commercial produced in England and U.S.A. 
I have been developing many other skills due to the experience acquired collaborating and working for M.I.T.  
I can speak ,read and write English, French and German 
Touristic escort for some Italian Agencies. 
I have been directing a Carnival Costume Atelier in Venice Italy 
Receptionist and cashier in  5 stars hotel in Venice Italy 
I have been conducting and still do activity of mediation as    peer-educator in the project of prostitution 
addressed to all sex-workers, with a particular study in collecting data of in-door prostitution. 
Counseling inside M.I.T. (health-care, access to work etc.) 
Organization of Cultural events such as Divergenti Transgender Film Festival 
 
Experience in NGO and especially in trans activism (max. 1500 characters) 
In 2000, on the occasion of Bologna European City of Culture MIT organized an international conference with 
the participation of world-renowned experts with special guest Sylvia Rivera.  
MIT now is a NGo which addresses the defense and the protection of rights of transsexual and transgender 
people, of their health and their dignity. The most important service offered by the association is a dedicated 
medical clinic for transsexual health, funded by Regione Emilia Romagna which has in charge about 924 
people, including some who are in transition and others in maintenance therapy. 
The other services offered by the association are a Job Desk for the defense of the rights at the workplace, job 
search, consultancy and legal assistance, run in collaboration with one of the major trade unions (CGIL).  
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Parallel there is a weekly co-ordination of activists where issues related to current events and daily activities of 
the association are discussed (participation and organization of events, seminars, training, recreational events) 
which consists of about 20 people. 
MIT is coordinating-partner of the “Via Luna Project” funded by the Municipality of Bologna, an harm 
reduction intervention that deals with the prevention, information, support services and mediation of the 
conflict in the context of street prostitution. The service is aimed at people who prostitute themselves and 
provides information, assistance and medical care, analysis and medical checks, psychological support, legal 
assistance, free distribution of condoms. All services are free and anonymous and do not require the 
performance of a residence permit. 
MIT organizes on its own or in collaboration, training workshops specifically focused on equal treatment and 
non-discrimination and the methodology of harm reduction, thereby contributing to the dissemination of 
knowledge and greater awareness among citizens, operators and specific professional categories. 
MIT organizes the International Trans Film Festival Divergenti, first and only film festival in Italy devoted 
specifically to the topic of transgenderism, this year at its seventh edition 
MIT coordinated in 2008 and 2011 the “European Festival of Diversities and Anti-Discrimination” two projects 
in the framework of Europe for Citizens programme, with the goal of fostering a culture of respect for all 
differences and the principle of anti-discrimination  among ordinary citizens with a horizontal and democratic 
approach, and the exchange and dissemination of good practices concerning equal treatment. 
 
Anything else you want to mention? 
 


