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1. Welcome to Bologna

Greetings from TGEU
Dear Council participant,
“Transforming Europe - 10 years of movement building” is this year’s Council
was organised in Vienna in 2005. In the last ten years, hundreds of trans activists
human rights. Side by side. Nowadays, many of us are connected in friendship and
activism. We are delighted to celebrate with you this movement building, the 10th
During the next days, you will hopefully extend your network of friends and fellow
activists. You will also have the opportunity to debate, share, and get inspired in
plenary sessions and workshops. With this booklet, we give you an overview of the
rich program that awaits you.
Also waiting for you is the beautiful city of Bologna la Rossa, known not only for
Movimento Identità Transessuale (MIT), as the host organisation of this Council,
invites you to discover their city and socialise with their community.

Alecs & Arja

Bologna vista da San Michele in Bosco. © lorenzoclick
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1. Welcome to Bologna

Greetings from MIT
Dear Council participant,
It is a great honour to welcome you in Bologna in this special recurrence for the
30 years of activism, this looks like as the beginning of a long and glorious history
of the movement’s construction. Having you here represents to us one of the
in Italy. Much has been done since 1982 - the year of MIT’s foundation and of the
approval of the law on gender recognition - but there is still a long way to go.
to stay united around their core values. With your help, we hope to push the
political debate on a higher level, and contribute to enhance the awareness of
the Italian and European people on human rights.
Bologna has always been renowned for being a special place for LGBTQI people
in Italy: there are friendly places all over the city, an attitude of friendliness and
tolerance is apparent in the locals, and a great number of activities, projects, ideas,
and networks have started here. And let’s not forget the food, yes, the food is great

Porpora Marcasciano
President MIT (Movimento Identità Transessuale)
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2. The Council
•

•
•
•

A vision of a Europe free from all discrimination where trans people and their
families are respected and valued. A Europe where each and every person can
live freely according to their own gender identity without interference and
based on self-determination.
An opportunity to building network between activists.
The diversity and presence of trans organisations in Europe.
Strengthen the European trans movement.

10-year anniversary: the theme of the Council
Eleven years ago trans activists across Europe received an e-mail from TransX, a Vienna
based trans organisation, to join them for their tenth anniversary at a European
Transgender Council. Nobody in Europe had thought of organising something like this
before. Trans people were still invisible, isolated. Volunteers ran loose groups, most
of them with a background in self-help. National, let alone European organisations
that would advocate for trans people’s rights hardly existed.

with founding a Network of Transgender organisations and groups in Europe. Without
the vision of the TransX activists and the many who joined to work for Transgender

Trans groups across Europe increasingly started organising politically. While in the
1990s self-help and self-support groups emerged in most major cities in Europe (even
in smaller cities in western and northern Europe), in the 2000s trans groups got more
political by starting to increasingly challenge social stereotypes about trans people
and inexistent or bad legal gender recognition. This as well included looking across
and beyond (national) borders to understand and learn what others had worked on.
millennium, even within the human rights environment. The discourse by then was
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still dominated by medicalised views. This only changed in Europe in the second half
of the decade, most visibly with the landmark issue paper of Thomas Hammarberg,
Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe at the time, published
in 2009. The issue paper seriously analysed the systematic human rights breaches
trans people are exposed to: from forced sterilisation and divorce in legal gender
recognition processes, to unwanted medicalisation, social exclusion, transphobic
human rights discourse and trans people are recognised as rights holders. Even
the medical establishment seems to move, albeit slowly. The next version of the
identities in the mental health chapter, while searching for a possibility to ensure

the global network of the International Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Association
decided in 2008 to change its name and include transgender and intersex people.
While this move was controversial and heatedly debated it helped the European
Region of ILGA to engage in transgender issues and support the growing European
trans movement. ILGA-Europe understood very early on the need of the trans
grow to become a partner.
Trans people were amongst the Internet pioneers. The world grew closer with
digitalism, free and easily accessible communication tools. Without skype, free
email accounts, and cheap web space, trans people would have had a much
harder time recognising that they had rights and that those rights could be within
reach if they united with one strong voice. The rise of online communication and
cheap airlines connecting European cities in the early 2000s made it literally
possible to network and organise even on negligent budgets. While other aspects
(driving out of marginalised communities from established neighbourhoods,
austerity measures, democratic processes failing), without it, in Europe, trans selforganising would have remained a local phenomenon and an expensive venture
only accessible for some.
All of this contributed to the rise of trans issues and the many changes we have

of organisations and an advocacy organisation. There has not been a single term

6th European Transgender Council | 5

2. The Council

to major changes in the landscape: our European level advocacy work helped
establish trans issues on the political agenda as such; with support letters and
other interventions, we backed up local initiatives against political arrogance and
ignorance; and with Councils, trainings, and community support, we helped break
social isolation and foster community organising and exchange. Today, 100 member
Norway (they celebrate their 50th birthday this year) or MIT in Bologna (more than
just founded in January 2016.

as a legitimate representative
of a community made up of
increasingly visible, diverse
identities.
Whether
it’s
persons with a non-binary
gender identity, those who are
particularly under distress from
racism, xenophobia, or sexworker-phobia, or the youngest
or oldest in our ranks, they all
deserve to be heard and have their rights secured. Moreover, their realities will shape
the trans community from within and change its face.
Alongside a growing trans community, the years to come show signs of an even

clear that no one must be discriminated because of their gender identity or gender
has a right to freely develop and express their gender identity and gender expression.
In the middle of the second decade of the new millennium we are faced with a
crossroad where economic downturns, nationalistic concepts, right-wing rhetoric,
and backlash endanger the radical idea that every human being has the same set of
and have-nots, to warn against intolerant and autocratic ideas, but more over to
believe in and build on a peaceful Europe with open borders, both within and outside.
Whether these borders limit our hearts, minds, gender, or geographical territory.
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10 Council-safe guidelines
safe, and respected in being themselves in an inclusive environment. To ensure
that, please respect the following guidelines:

1. Respect is key
identity and address people with the name and pronoun they prefer. If you don’t
know the pronoun used, please use “they” or ask politely.

2. Be open
Don’t assume you can read a person’s gender identity or preferred pronoun from
the way they are presenting. Some trans people access medical care, some want
their gender identity to be recognised without medical care, and still others can’t
access the medical care. A gender identity is not validated by medical procedures.
Don’t forget to include non-binary gender identities.

3. Respect privacy
Don’t ask people about their past, former names, operations, genitals, or sexual
practices without their explicit consent; do not take photographs of people without
their explicit permission.

4. Be non-judgemental
Don’t judge a person’s gender identity or evaluate them in terms of how well they
“pass” as a cisgender person. There is no scale on which a trans person is more
valuable than another one.

5. Be anti-oppression
Recognise that we live in a society full of power imbalances due to race, class,
gender, immigration status, sexuality, age, physical ability, and other experiences
overall behaviour.
Some trans people feel comfortable disclosing their trans status and some don’t.
Don’t disclose someone’s trans status or intimate knowledge you have about
them. Be trustworthy.
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7. Be patient
person decides to use a new name or pronoun and then decides to change that, do

8. Challenge anti-transgender remarks
Even if you are concerned, mainstream culture and ignorance has led the language
to sometimes be harmful for trans people without realising it. Please don’t use a
language that would police the gender identity of a person.
“I would have never known you were transgender. You look so pretty.”
“You’d pass so much better if you wore more make-up, had a better wig, etc.”

9. We are here to help
If you feel unsafe or saw or heard unsafe comments, behaviours, or language at
approach us.

10. Be yourself

Venues of the Council
Piazza Maggiore: All the conference venues overlook Piazza Maggiore, the
Palazzo Re Enzo: It was built between 1244-1246 and became the “residence”
meetings were held. The Hall of the fourteenth century, built in 1386, was later
used as a municipal archive.
Palazzo d’Accursio (or Palazzo Comunale): It is the municipality house
became the seat of the Anziani (“Elder”), the highest magistrates of the commune,
and then seat of the government.
Granted by the city municipality in 2014, hundreds of people pass by
the prostitution harm-reduction team and of all our social and cultural projects.
Via Polese 22.

Transforming Europe | 10 years of movement building

2. The Council

Cineteca di Bologna/Cinema Lumière:

and discovering their connections with the present were the inspiration behind
the creation of the Commissione Cinema in 1963, which led to the founding of the
visual paradise. Via Azzo Gardino, 65
Dynamo: Bologna Velostazione arises from the idea of giving a home to urban

go to enjoy a concert or an exhibition, to read a book, to have a chat, or to ask
information and to develop projects. Via dell'Indipendenza, 71/Z

Dynamo
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Thursday, 02 June 2016

Friday, 03 June 2016
Opening Session

9:30

11:00

Workshop slot 1

Lunch
Workshop slot 2

11:45

12:45

14:15

15:45

18:00

Welcome
to your
1st Council!

Open
Exchange

Home team meetings
break

22:00

16:30

break

Regional Caucauses
19:30

Round table

Meet and Greet
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18:15

break

Dinner

19:30

Social event

20:40

3. Programme

Saturday, 04 June 2016

Sunday, 05 June 2016

Workshop slot 3
10:15

11:00

Workshop slot 4
12:30

Lunch

14:00

Yoga

Palazzo

Palazzo

Panel 1

Panel 2

11:00

Closing Session

12:30

Lunch

13:15

15:15

15:45

TGEU General Assembly
18:00
break
18:45

Home team meetings
break

21:30

Gala Dinner &
Anniversary
break

23:00

Party
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Thursday, 02 June 2016
Welcome to your 1st Council! • 17:00 - 18:00
This one-hour session is the opportunity for participants who are coming to the
get in touch with some other participants and organisers, get the information you
need to make the best of your stay (practicalities and program), get a summary of
what is going to happen over the weekend, and learn how one can participate. It’s
also a place where you can ask about things like rooms, workshops, panels, social
events, lunch, and anything else you can think of.
In this session, you will be welcomed by
and
, one of the coordinators of the Council.

Regional Caucuses • 18:00 - 19:30
strategizing, which might be of particular interest for one region. An activist from
the region leads each caucus.
Palazzo d'Accursio
• German-speaking Caucus: Sala Tassinari (White Room)
•
Palazzo Re Enzo
• Russian-speaking Caucasus: Sala di Re Enzo (Pink Room)
• Eastern Europe and Balkans Caucus: Sala Quadrante (Green Room)

Meet & Greet • 20:00 - 22:00
An open space for participants and organizers to meet and greet while enjoying a
documents and be all set for the council.
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Friday, 03 June 2016
Opening Session • 09:30 - 11:00 •
, Council of Europe Commissioner for
human rights for the past two decades, including as Director
of the Advanced Social and Political Research Institute at
Chairman of the European Commission against Racism
and Intolerance, Latvian minister responsible for social
integration, anti-discrimination, minority rights, and civil
society development, and Director of the Latvian Centre
for Human Rights and Ethnic Studies. He has published
extensively on racism, discrimination, and minority rights.

Workshops Slot 1 • 11:45 - 12:45
Descriptions of the workshops happening between 11:45 and 12:45 can be found
here. Biographies of the presenters and moderators can be found on page 64.

1. Achieving legal gender recognition
Presenters: Broden Giambrone & Sara R. Phillips (TENI)
Theme of the workshop:
Ireland enacted the Gender Recognition Act in 2015 which facilitates the legal
recognition of trans people based on self-determination. This progressive step
forward for trans rights in Ireland was made possible through extensive campaigning
and lobbying. This workshop will describe the Gender Recognition Act and detail the
advocacy process and strategy that was used by Irish activists to achieve legislative
change. The workshop will look at practical and tangible strategies and feature
discussions on how this would work in diverse country-contexts. The Irish example
will be used as a case study to facilitate broader discussions on legal recognition
strategy and look at viable ways of achieving progressive legal recognition.
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2. Lights, camera, activism!
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Anziani (Yellow Room)
Presenters: Cat Mcllroy & Alex Fridunger (Trans Film Festival Stockholm)
Theme of the workshop:

session will be interactive, facilitating an exchange of experiences and ideas among
the participants. There is a great need for alternative, positive, and empowering
community events that celebrate trans* lives and experiences and promote trans*
and gender-diverse visibility, culture, and community. The events strive to create
safer spaces and social meeting places to encourage greater engagement in trans*
activism and the empowerment of trans* communities.
They will provide a brief background of trans* activism in the Swedish context and
discuss why they chose these methods for community building and fostering new
ways of activism. They also address the need to create alliances and partnerships

3. The project ‘Trans people visiting doctors’: overcoming barriers in
access to healthcare
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala del Quadrante (Green Room)
Presenter: Anton Macintosh (T*Action)
Theme of the workshop:
At the workshop, we will share the experience of the “Trans people visiting doctors”
project, which T-Action Program (Saint Petersburg, Russia) carried out in 2015. The
project was aimed at increasing the availability of medical care for trans people in
municipal outpatient clinics and raising awareness of health professionals on trans
issues. Through this project, we also sought to expand the circle of support for trans
people among health professionals by creating of a pool of trans-friendly doctors. A
special methodology designed for the project helped us to involve a maximum number
of volunteers from the trans community and medical professionals. During the project,
we collected data regarding the accessibility of healthcare for trans people in our region.
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At the workshop, we will share the methodology, the results of the project and
collected data on the situation of access to healthcare for trans people in Russia. In
for the trans community. All participants of the workshop are welcome to share
similar projects, especially in connection to healthcare accessibility.

4. Deprived of liberty – deprived of rights? Trans people in prison
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Dentone (Orange Room)
Presenters: Carmen Bertolazzi (Ora d’Aria), Boglarka Fedorko, Richard Köhler (TGEU),
& Vic Valentine (Scottish Transgender Alliance)
Theme of the workshop:
Trans people in detention often face extra hurdles and challenges to enjoy their
human rights. In addition to a deprivation of liberty, their rights are often further
infringed on because of their gender identity or gender expression.
such as healthcare, and are exposed to ignorance, blackmail, discrimination, and
violence, both by other inmates and personnel. European states across the board
fail to address the structural issues that result in the over-policing and overincarceration of trans people, as well as the particular vulnerability trans inmates
This workshop seeks to explore the needs of trans people in prison, mapping
experiences, actors, and approaches, and identify potential advocacy aims for the
European level. We will introduce key issues for trans prison populations; learn
from local experiences in working with trans people in detention; and exchange
with the audience experiences, approaches, and potential political demands.

5. Where should the money go? Community consultations of the global transfund
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala di Re Enzo (Pink Room)
Presenters: Kim Mukasa, Masen Davis, Roz Lee, & Sanjar Kurmanov
Theme of the workshop:
The aim of the Workshop is to consult with activists from the Region (Europe and
Central Asia) on key issues they work on, funding needs of trans-led organisations
in the region and existing funding gaps. The consultation will be preceded by short
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since 2013, its aims and key values. The consultation at the European Transgender
target group: trans activists in Europe and Central Asia.

Palazzo d'Accursio, Cerimoniale (Red Room)
Presenters: Alecs Recher, Arja Voipio, Krisztina Kolos Orban, & Julia Ehrt (TGEU)
Theme of the workshop:
budget plans (2016-2018) will be presented and discussed. The activity report
in Budapest in May 2014. Members of the organisation are invited to discuss the
reports and the budget with representatives of the Executive Board, the Executive
Director, and the internal auditors. This workshop has recommending power to the

7. Multiplying our voices – Developing local campaigns with universal
messages for trans rights
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Tassinari (White Room)
Presenters: Mina Tolu (TGEU), Tomas Vytautas Raskevicius (LGL), & Isidro Garcia
Nieto (Fundación Daniela)
Theme of the workshop: Campaigning
Social media has changed the way we campaign- often local campaigns can and do
reach an international audience. These messages spread wide and join the messages
of other campaigns. Drawing on experience from local and national campaigns
workshop will explore: the keys to developing a local campaign on trans rights,
how to connect messages to call to actions, and how to link local campaigns to
international ones.
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Workshops Slot 2 • 14:15 - 15:45
Descriptions of the workshops happening between 14:15 and 15:45 can be found
here. Biographies of the presenters and moderators can be found on page 64.

8. None left behind - Best practices on how to make the welfare system
and services accessible for trans people
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala di Re Enzo (Pink Room)
Presenters: Alessandra Barberi (UNAR), Carlo Francesco Salmaso (Happy Center
Bologna), Giorgio Cuccio, & Carmen Bertolazzi (Ora d’Aria)
Theme of the workshop:

to health system and therapies, elderly and inpatient housing, rehabilitation youth
centres, immigration and refugee shelters, rehabilitation services for ex-prisoners

An intersectional and integrated approach is of primary importance for trans people,
particular needs. The workshop aims to: share already existing best practices for trans
people in welfare system (with particular focus on sex work and prison projects);

9. Non-binary people in Europe: Situation and perspectives
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Tassinari (White Room)
Presenters: Wiktor Dynarski (Trans-Fuzja), Inna Iryskina (Insight NGO), Vic Valentine
(Scottish Transgender Alliance), & Carla LaGata (TGEU).
Theme of the workshop:
The workshop will present good practice examples of laws, campaigns and forms of
Campaign, the post-Soviet Russian-speaking GenderQueer forum, as well as the
making space for non-binary trans people in spaces and context where binary is the
absolute default in Poland, in order to start an interactive discussion on experiences
and perspectives of non-binary people in Europe. The moderated discussion will
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binary people can be improved on the national and international level.

10. Sex workers' inclusion in the trans movement
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Anziani (Yellow Room)
Presenters: Emy Fem (Transsexworks), Aum Neko (Acceptess-T), Buse Kilickaya
(Pembe Hayat), KAy Garnellen, Maria Pia Covre (CDCP), & Nicole De Leo (MIT)
Theme of the workshop:
inclusion of trans sex workers in the trans movement. What tools and strategies are
The workshop will look at practical issues (outreach, anonymity, safety, etc.) and
political issues (e.g. development of policies and inclusion of sex workers’ demands).
The presenters will share their experience related to trans and sex worker rights
context. This workshop is complementary to the workshop “Sex workers’ rights: a
trans and intersectional perspective”.

11. Creative writing workshop
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Dentone (Orange Room)
Presenter: Jayrôme Robinet
Theme of the workshop:

writing and its value in processing life experience as well as it provides creative
writing methods (free writing, clustering, listening to the inner voice …). Together
experiences and realities which are often silenced and we’ll learn how to express
thoughts and feelings into powerful words in order to make the invisible visible and
the unheard audible. Please bring paper and a pen.
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12. Wellbeing – we’re all ok, aren’t we? Self-care – an overrated luxury?
(I of II)
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala del Quadrante (Green Room)
Presenter: Tamo Stern
Theme of the workshop:
How investing time and creating space for wellbeing and self-care can be the
grounds for new ways of connection and motivation.
Wellbeing and self-care are crucial to sustaining, to a sense of being. Though
They often stay a good idea that we plan to pursue once there’s more time and less
stress. Only that the next deadline is just around the corner, and the next urgent
situation is sure to come.
hardest to live up to. Exploiting ourselves and our capacities to the point of
complete exhaustion is often something that comes along with that.
become aware of our limits and resources. Be it within our friendships, activism or our
working teams. Through investing in self-care and wellbeing connection and motivation
intensify and grow, we create safer spaces. This holds even more true while we deal
with issues of discrimination, of resentment, hostile environments and violence.
input on concepts of self-care and wellbeing, the main time though will be open for
exercises and joined discussions. We will also work on examples participants bring
into the room, on concrete steps and possibilities of (inter)action.

13. TGEU’s strategic plan
Palazzo d'Accursio, Cerimoniale (Red Room)
Presenters: Arja Voipio, Alecs Recher, & Julia Ehrt (TGEU)
Theme of the workshop:
The workshop will discuss Transgender Europe’s strategic plan and the content of its
a strategic plan for the period of 2014 to 2016 (2018). Based on consultations with
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the membership, the Steering Committee proposes a prolongation of this strategy
trans rights, and developments in society.
In the workshop, the prolongation and the suggested updates will be presented
and discussed. This workshop has recommending power to the General Assembly

14. The TGEU Healthcare project
Presenters: Julia Kata (Trans-Fuzja), Jelena Vidic (Gayten-LGBT), Carolina Orre
(RFSL), Joz Motmanns (Trans Infopunt Belgium), Natia Gvianishvili (Women’s
initiatives support), Isidro Garcia Nieto (Fundación Daniela), & Adam Smiley (TGEU)
Theme of the workshop:

countries with contrasting healthcare systems: Georgia, Poland, Serbia, Spain, and
countries will give an overview of the current healthcare situation for trans people
in their countries and discuss strategies to improve provision of care in their
respective contexts. In the second part, which will be interactive, participants
will explore how alternative access models, based on self-determination, can
be implemented in Europe and how to create training modules for healthcare
professionals to promote such models of better practice.

Open Exchange Session “Have your say!” • 16:30 - 18:00
Moderator: Nicolas Beger
The Open Exchange Session is a space for participants to engage directly with each

be used to ensure that several topics can be discussed in a meaningful, structured, and
productive way. Nicholas Beger will moderate the Open Exchange Session.
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Nicolas Beger has 5 years of experience as an academic teacher and 12 years in
International). He gathered 9 years of experience in leading change management
professional coach, mediator, and trainer with 10 years of professional training and
holds a BA (hons), an MA, and a PhD in Cultural Analysis.

Roundtable Discussion “The Italian Political Agenda on Trans
Rights” • 16:30 - 18:00 •
Moderators: Giulia Sudano, & Cathy La Torre (Vice-President MIT).
Speakers: Anna Lorenzetti, Elena Tebano (Journalist with Corriere della sera), Paolo
Valerio, Sergio Lo Giudice (Member of the Italian Senate), & Elly Schlein.
Transphobia and homophobia are rampant in Italy. Several bills against transphobia
and homophobia have been introduced but never succeeded in the political arena.
An out-dated law regulates gender recognition, but it was never debated in
Parliament. Italian trans rights organizations continuously demand a better law.
A momentum for political change seemed to have arrived last year, when the
recognition without being forced to undergo surgical sterilisation. Additionally,
development of best practices that would guarantee better rights for trans people.
We will analyse why Italian politics have been distant to the needs and demands of
trans people and what can be done to improve the political response.
Anna Lorenzetti (1974), PhD in European public and
Temporary lecturer in Gender Analysis and AntiDepartment). Her research interests cover European
Gender and the Law. Member of Avvocatura per i
Diritti LGBTI and Director of the European Research
Centre on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.
Elena Tebano is a journalist for Corriere della Sera, where she covers LGBT issues.
She co-authored the documentary “Diversamente Etero” about homophobia on
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Italian Tv. She currently teaches Social Psychology of
Paolo Valerio is full professor of Clinical Psychology
for inclusion and Chairperson of the "Center for
active and partecipated
at Gender Clinic at the
National Observatory on Gender Identity, President
His main research activity is about Gender Studies,
Gender Variances in adolescents and adults , Homo/
Transphobia, Intersexuality, Gender based violence.
Sergio Lo Giudice was born in Messina in March 29,
1961. After graduating in philosophy, he moved to
Bologna, where he teaches history and philosophy in
today is the honorary president. Since 2013, is member
of italian Senate.
Elly Schlein is a Member of
the European Parliament
(S&D) and also a founding
member of Possibile. She works in the Development
Committee, and in the Committee on Women's rights
tax justice.
Giulia Sudano (moderator) graduated at the
Bologna. She is a member of the feminist association
called Orlando which manages the Women’s Center in
Bologna. She is also an activist in the trans-feminist
advocating for sexual and reproductive freedoms.

Transforming Europe | 10 years of movement building

| Saturday, 04 June 2016

Cathy La Torre (moderator) is a lawyer and an
LGBTQ rights activist. In 2008 founded "CESD" European Center Study against discrimination and
the first legal service for LGBTQ people in Italy. She
is Vice-president of MIT. In 2011 becomes a member
of the City Council of Bologna and representative
for Civil Rights in the board of the political party
Sinistra Ecologia e Libertà.

Home Team Meetings • 18:15 - 18:45
The home team meetings are new to this 6th edition of the Council. It is a session
happening in small groups to openly discuss your thoughts about the day, the workshops,
and panels. It is an opportunity to strengthen the link between activists around Europe.
The home team groups will be divided by the colour dots you have on your badge.
Please look at the sticker you received and go to the matching coloured room (e.g.

Divergenti Festival Special Night • 20:40 - 22:30
Location: Cineteca di Bologna
Description: The transwoman Beatrice is a mechanic and ex-rally champion with a
passion for 4WD who owns a busy car repair shop in a Roman suburb. She leads a
loving family life with Romanian wife Marianna and 16-year old Daniele, Marianna’s
dressed as brides, the two of them manage to get married in Rome. In high heels,
racing. A love story, a ride through the life of a very unconventional family living in
a very conventional country, Italy.

6th European Transgender Council | 23

3. Programme | Saturday, 04 June 2016

Transforming Europe | 10 years of movement building

3. Programme | Saturday, 04 June 2016

Saturday, 04 June 2016
Workshops Slot 3 • 09:00 - 10:15
Descriptions of the workshops happening between 09:00 and 10:15 can be found
here. Biographies of the presenters and moderators can be found on page 64.

15. The European Commission's 'List of Actions to Advance LGBTI Equality'
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala del Quadrante (Green Room)
Speaker: Wester Meijdam, European Commission Directorate General Justice and
Consumers, Non-discrimination policies and Roma coordination Unit
Theme of the workshop:
To improve the social acceptance of LGBTI people and combat their discrimination
of Actions includes in a comprehensive way all actions the Commission undertakes
to combat the discrimination of LGBTI people. The actions take place in policy

This workshop will present the activities included in the List of Actions with special
attention for the actions relevant for trans people.

16. Thinking positHIVely – Empowering an HIV trans community response
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Tassinari (White Room)
Presenters: Jo Bernardo (EATG), Maria Sundin (ITRG), Aum Neko (Acceptess-T), &
Adam Smiley (TGEU).
Theme of the workshop:
populations, and here trans women, are particularly hit hard. Racist, homophobic
and sex-worker-phobic discrimination further negatively impacts access to HIV
service provision and medical care. Still, prevention, treatment and diagnosis
programs continue to ignore the needs of this key population, while trans
organisations lack the capacity, knowledge and resources to address the issue.
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pioneering work on trans people and HIV, to inspire groups wishing to work in or
upscale their work on HIV.

trans people living with HIV/Aids in future community and advocacy work.

17. All-incusive support in times of scarce resources
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Dentone (Orange Room)
Presenters: Wiktor Dynarski & Julia Kata (Trans-Fuzja)
Theme of the workshop:
The workshop aims to explore both activities and strategies aimed to create
a needs-responsive catalogue of support activities for transgender people for
organisations that do not necessarily possess a lot of resources. Throughout the
support services for trans people. The workshop will use a variety of interactive
exercises in order to guide participants through a step-by-step strategic approach
to support work. This process of identifying target groups of support activities,
working on goals for trans communities concerned, choosing the most suitable
kinds and methods of support, identifying gaps in resources as well as learning
how to assess knowledge and tools already in place will lead to achieving a better
understanding of how to prepare for providing well-functioning, stable and needsbased services.
Participants will also be able to share their experiences with each other and
evaluate their current or already planned activities.

18. Using UN bodies as a tool for advancing trans* rights
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Anziani (Yellow Room)
Presenters: Sanjar Kurmanov (Labrys), Kseniya Kirichenko (Transgender Legal
Defense Project), & Dodo Karsay (Arc International)
Theme of the workshop:
Presenters will give an overview of what trans* activists can get out of engaging
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(HRCtte) and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
them for advancing trans* rights on the global level. We will also discuss practical

19. How to work on trans issues in education? Best practices and tools
Presenters: Alex Mosconi (Bologna LGBT Center), Giulia Selmi (Il Progetto Alice),
Isidro Garcia Nieto, & Leo Mulio (Fundación Daniela)
Theme of the workshop:

bullying and to include diversities. However, it’s still not the same on the inclusion of
trans identities in educational settings. This is not surprising since it’s a life experience

in Italy and Spain aimed at including gender non-conforming and trans kids,
adolescents and young people in classroom settings; second, we will provide
participants with operational tools to develop their own educational projects on
trans inclusion in education environment.

20. Being a leader: honour or burden?
Palazzo d'Accursio, Cerimoniale (Red Room)
Presenters: Masen Davis (Global Action for Trans* Equality - GATE)
Theme of the workshop:
Leading a trans organisation, whether paid or unpaid, as director, president or chair,
comes with a lot of opportunities but also responsibility. And sometimes, it can
be a lonesome job. In this workshop, those leading an organisation get a room to
the best interest of the organisation and their own well-being.
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21. TGEU’s partnership projects: ProTrans and Transrespect versus
Transphobia Worldwide
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala di Re Enzo (Pink Room)
Presenters: Boglarka Fedorko, Carla LaGata, Lukas Berredo (TGEU), Krisztina Kolos
Orban (Transvanilla Transgender Association), & Joe Wong (APTN)
Theme of the workshop:
situation of trans people, implemented in partnership with LGBT and trans
well as advocacy tools and ways to get involved.
The Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide (TvT) project is a comprehensive
research project on the legal, healthcare, and social situation of trans people
project involving trans researchers and activists in numerous countries in all six
regions of the world: Africa, Asia, Central and South America, Europe, North
America, and Oceania. Through global co-operation, exchange, and mutual
learning, the TvT project collects and develops research data for fact-based
advocacy and policy change at national, regional, and global levels.
ProTrans aims at increasing protection for trans people and their communities
against violence and impunity in Eastern, Southeastern Europe, and Central
their capacities in monitoring transphobic hate crimes and violence, increasing
community members’ legal literacy, and improving awareness on the human rights
violations and violence against trans people.

Workshops Slot 4 • 11:00 - 12:30
Descriptions of the workshops happening between 11:00 and 12:30 can be found
here. Biographies of the presenters and moderators can be found on page 64.

22. Fundraising as a tool for engagement
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Tassinari (White Room)
Presenter: A. Chaber (KPH & ILGA Europe)
Theme of the workshop:
Through an interactive presentation, Q&A and short individual assignments,
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provided. The workshop will review funding mechanisms for national and local
application preparation and relationship building will be included.
A larger part of the workshop will be devoted to presenting accessible and lowbudget solutions for individual donor and community fundraising (crowdfunding,
membership, gifts, online and direct). This part will be largely tool and method
oriented, also including models of communication, targeting and engagement.

23. Body and Identity: being proud of our bodies, an experience
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Dentone (Orange Room)
Presenters: Elliott Broker (MORF & TransBareAllTeam), & Jochem Verdonk (Transman.nl)
Theme of the workshop:
In this workshop you can experience what we do during the very successful
TBA and TBW also provide workshops, like this one. During these weekends we
work with individuals to empower and increase self-awareness, self-esteem, and
safe environment. This workshop we’ll do three things:
1. We talk about Trans* and Identity: in what respect is being trans* connected to
We will share our experiences and thoughts on these relevant topics.
2. After that we’ll invite you to experience a better connection with your body. We’ll
do some body work exercises and voice work.
3. When we have secured our safe space and everybody feels comfortable, we’ll
During this part we’ll discuss some thesis.

24. Removal of gender markers from identity documents
Palazzo d'Accursio, Sala Anziani (Yellow Room)
Presenters: Arja Voipio will facilitate the discussion with other steering committee and
Theme of the workshop:
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part of the workshop will be an open exchange with activists.

an overview of the discussion, enhance better and shared understanding of how
strategies, learn about good practice examples from national contexts, and discuss
what could possibly be recommendations for work at the European level.
This workshop is open to all interested participants, and particularly for those also
the topic to the membership before the council.

25. Sex workers' rights: a trans and intersectional perspective
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala di Re Enzo (Pink Room)
Presenters: Kemal Ordek (Red Umbrella), Ganimet Yalcin (Pembe Hayat LGBTT), Jean
Jacobsen (PION), Sabrina Sanchez (APROSEX), Boglarka Fedorko (TGEU), & Clémence
Zamora-Cruz (Acceptess-T)
Theme of the workshop:
Debates on the criminalisation of sex work often focus on “prostitution as a form of
to trans sex workers’ invisibility and exclusion from discussions around sex work.
of the sex workers’ rights movement through personal experience and collective
expertise. Topics will focus on the human rights violations against sex workers,
the impact of criminalisation of sex work on trans sex workers, discrimination and
stigmatisation of trans sex workers, and understanding intersectional aspects of
sex work, such as class, migration status and other social factors.

after studying the position of and evidence generated by additional civil society
actors, such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, developed its
policy to support the full decriminalisation of sex work, which will be voted on by
the General Assembly at the Council.
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26. Wellbeing – we’re all ok, aren’t we? Self-care – an overrated luxury?
(II of II) see description of workshop 12.
Palazzo Re Enzo, Sala del Quadrante (Green Room)

27. The case of MIT (Transgender Identity Movement)
Presenters: Inti Bertocchi (Bologna Municipality), Porpora Marcasciano, Daniela
Nadalin, Maurizio Braglia, & Stefania Voli (MIT)
Theme of the workshop:
how it secured resources and political support for political self-organisation and the
provision of healthcare services for trans people in the MIT Clinic.
In the workshop we will share MIT’s experiences, and illustrate how we managed to be
MIT was born in 1979 out of the protests of trans people, which led in to the
approval of a gender recognition law (Law 164/82) in 1982. In 1988 MIT Emilia
Romagna was founded which later became MIT Bologna. In 1994 the Municipality
of Bologna gave a home to the Association. In the same year the Emilia Romagna
managed directly by MIT. The MIT clinic is in charge of 924 people, including some
who are in transition and others in psychotherapy and/or endocrinology therapy.
ONIG (National Observatory for Gender Identity), which are inspired by the WPATH
standards (Word Professional Association Transgender Health).

28. Access to physical activity and sports for trans people in Europe
Palazzo d'Accursio, Cerimoniale (Red Room)
Presenter: Natascia Bernardi
Theme of the workshop:

a key element for athletes to be successful in exercisers’ persistence and sport.
Yet, studies underlined the importance of considering intra-personal, social and

6th European Transgender Council | 31

3. Programme | Saturday, 04 June 2016

environmental factors to increase understanding for motivation in relation to
and exercise exclusively related to a heteronormative society.
The aim of this workshop is to explore possible barriers that have an impact on
motivation related to exercise and/or sport among transgender people, with a
Small subgroups working on designed topics will enhance interaction from the

29. Methods to support and empower trans youth
Presenter: Frank Berglund (RFSL)
Theme of the workshop:

works for trans youth in three ways: advocacy, education and by providing support
directly to the group on their own terms through empowerment. One of the ways
trans people, and is constantly updated after the needs expressed by the young
in Sweden that work with young LGBTQ people who have sex for compensation

supporting gender non-conforming and trans youth, and trans youth who have sex

Yoga Kundalini Experience Beyond Gender
• 12:30 - 14:00
The workshop is composed of a 60-minute yoga practice and of a 30-minute
intervene/feedback. The aim of the workshop is sharing traditional exercises that,
in the past time, were generally dedicated to male or female students, and to see
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how they work beyond these categories. In the Tantric traditions there are Gods
with no gender or poligendered. Starting with this assumption we will listen to our
body and feedback about the practice and what it has been working on. Enjoy a
relaxing body positive image during this yoga class.

Panel 1: The ICD is making me sick! Putting an end to forced
mental health diagnoses for trans people
• 14:00 - 15:15
Moderator: Vanessa Lacey (TENI)
Speakers: Mauro Cabral (Global Action for Trans* Equality - GATE), Griet de Cuypere
(WPATH & EPATH), & Michael van Gelderen (OHCHR)
lengthy revision process which has already faced multiple delays. Some progress
has been made along the way, and according to the online beta draft for the next
ICD, it appears at present that diagnoses for trans people will be removed from the
mental health chapter. Because this progress is currently only tentative, our main
goals will continue to be to ensure that 1) diagnoses of trans people are indeed
removed from the mental health chapter, and 2) that there is no diagnosis at all for
trans and gender-diverse children. The WHO plans to vote on the ICD-11 in 2018, but
further delays are still possible.
This panel will discuss the current state of reform and explore possible outcomes:
which diagnoses are proposed, and in which chapters; how will gender nonconforming people be categorised; will children be included. The panel will explore

reform process to ensure that our voices are heard.
Mauro Cabral is the Director of Programs and Advocacy

en Sexualidades y Géneros, and is member of several
International Advisory Boards. Mauro is one of the
authors of the Yogyakarta Principles. His current focus of
research is on the intersections between bodily diversity,
biotechnology, and the law. He lives in Buenos Aires.
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Griet de Cuypere is a psychiatrist and psychotherapist who has been working with trans
people for 30 years. She is a board member of both the World
Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH)

founding member of ENIGI (European Network for the
Investigation of Gender Incongruence) and published
multiple peer-reviewed international publications and
chapters in anthologies on transgender healthcare.
Michael van Gelderen
rights, gender identity, sex characteristics, and sexual
orientation. The OHCHR has published several reports
on human rights violations against inter alia trans
persons and makes recommendations to States to
human rights experts to address violence, arbitrary
arrests, torture, ill treatment, discrimination, and other
abuses faced by trans persons. Michael is based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Helle Jacobsen is a campaign manager for Amnesty
Denmark. She has over 10 years experience with human
rights focussing on discrimination on the grounds of
gender identity and sexual orientation. She has also
lead international projects on Lgbti rights in the Baltic
a recent report on danish transgender people's acces to
health.
Vanessa Lacey (moderator)
is the Health and Education Manager at the Transgender
Network Ireland. Working with healthcare professionals,
schools, and law enforcement throughout Ireland, one of
Vanessa’s main objectives is to develop a holistic service
for transgender people and their families. Vanessa holds
a BA (Hon) in Psychology and is currently undertaking a
research MA. She is a committee member of Ireland’s
Health Service (HSE) led Transgender Health Working Group, Chairperson of the
family support group TransParenCI, and also a proud parent.
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TGEU General Assembly •

• 15:45 - 17:45

Policy on Sex Work. The latest Trans Murder Monitoring update, released in
March, proves once again the urgency of partnering with (trans) sex workers and
of those whose profession was known were sex workers. The General Assembly
also marks the end of a term and the beginning of a new one with a call to vote.

Home Team Meetings • 18:15 - 18:45
The home team meetings are new to this 6th edition of the Council. It is a session
happening in small groups to openly discuss your thoughts about the day, the workshops,
and panels. It is an opportunity to strengthen the link between activists around Europe.
The home team groups will be divided by the colour dots you have on your badge.
Please look at the sticker you received and go to the matching coloured room (e.g.

10th TGEU Anniversary Gala Dinner / Council Closing T Party
Location: Dynamo - Bologna Velostazione
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Sunday, 05 June 2016
Panel 2: More than just tokenism? Intersectionality and the
trans movement(s) •
• 11:00 - 12:30
Moderator: Julia Ehrt (TGEU)
Speakers: Farah Abdi, Sabah Choudrey (QTIPOC Brighton), Anja Koletnik (Transfeminist
Iniciative TransAkcija), & Eliah Lüthi
The trans movement has been named rather successful in yielding visibility and
we don’t live single issue lives,” said Audre Lorde. Our lives are made of complex
realities and the four panellists demonstrate that decent gender recognition
far from being the only concerns for trans people’s human rights. The panellists
bring experiences from being active in the general mental health movements,
challenging racism as a person of colour in a predominantly white trans movement.
communities and what that means for political agenda setting. Who is enabled
How would that shape a European trans movement that does not leave anyone

Farah Abdi is a 20 year-old trans refugee from Somalia.
She is currently living in Malta, where she found that
her gender identity would be accepted but not her
race. She advocates for the rights of child migrants,
raises awareness on the migrant crisis on international
speaking engagements, blogged about her experiences
of xenophobia and racism in Maltese society, and

Sabah Choudrey
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organises annually a three-day free celebration of the
trans community and pride event in Brighton, England.
Sabah founded online and social spaces, such as QTIPOC
Brighton (Queer Trans Intersex People of Colour) and
South East. Sabah also spoke at TEDx Brixton.
Anja Koletnik, a transfeminist non-binary activist
with an MA in Gender
Studies, is the founder and
Transfeminist Iniciative TransAkcija. Queer theory,
transgender and fat studies are essential to Anja’s
norm-critical and intersectional work. They've worked
health and gender based violence, currently focusing
on legitimization of all genders within Slovenia's social
justice activism, academia and national advocacy.
Eliah Lüthi is an activist_PhD-student_scholar in trans*
and Mad self-organizations, Mad and Gender Studies. He
was involved in the Mad and Disability Pride Berlin 2015,
co-organised the Trans*March Berlin in 2014 and until
One focus of Eliah’s research is the interdependency of
trans_discrimination and saneism.
Julia Ehrt is the Executive
Director of Transgender Europe. In more than a decade
Committee and board (2005-2011), and now as Executive
Director. She is widely respected as a trans leader in
are perceived and debated today in Europe. Julia holds
a PhD in mathematics and lives with her partner and
daughter in Berlin.

Closing Session • 12:30 - 13:15 •
Speaker: Tikli Oikarinen (SOGI Unit, Council of Europe)
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UN PRESTIGIOSO
Palazzo
Re EnzoCENTRO POLIFUNZIONALE NEL CUORE ANTICO DI BOLOGNA

PLANIMETRIA: PRIMO PIANO
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UN PRESTIGIOSO
Palazzo
Re EnzoCENTRO POLIFUNZIONALE NEL CUORE ANTICO DI BOLOGNA
PLANIMETRIA: SECONDO PIANO

pink
room

green
room
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Palazzo d'Accursio

orange
room

red
room

white
room

yellow
room

Capella Farnese is not located on the maps. This room is situated in the Palazzo
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Palazzo Re Enzo. © David Bramhall

Palazzo d'Accursio. © David Bramhall
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5. Getting around the Council
We are pleased to welcome you in the beautiful city of Bologna in Italy for the 6th
European Transgender Council. A city popular for its sunny weather, delicious food,

Visitor information & social life
Bologna • Area: 140 km², population: 386 298
Rome • Area: 1285 km², population: 2 874 038

Bologna’s cultural pride
Bologna is the largest city in the Emilia-Romagna Region of Italy. It is the seventh
most populous city in Italy. Bologna is home to numerous prestigious cultural,
economic, and political institutions as well as one of the most impressive trade fair
districts in Europe. In 2000, it was declared European capital of culture and in 2006,
ranked 1st out of 107 Italian cities.
No other city in the world has as many arcades as Bologna; together, they stretch
more than 38km long, and that is only counting the ones in the centre of the town.

Bologna’s LGBTI culture & social life
Bologna has always been renowned for being one of the most LGBTI friendly cities
cities, especially in terms of services and opportunities. Many people decide to
take up residency in Bologna in order to access MIT (the local trans organisation)
through the many associations in the area and the opportunities for socialisation
and entertainment.
those friendly places recommended by MIT.
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Friendly Bars/Clubs
• Il Barattolo, Via del
Borgo di S. Pietro, 26
• Le rois du monde,
Via del Pratello, 29
• Bar Maurizio, Via Guerrazzi, 22
• Bar Gessetto, Via Guglielmo
Oberdan, 24
• ZOO Pasticceria Libreria,
Str. Maggiore, 50
•
• Bar A22, Via Riva di Reno, 80/G
• Camera a Sud, Via Valdonica, 5
• Il Piratello, Via del Pratello 25
•
• Ruggine, Vicolo Alemagna, 2/C

•
•
•
•
•

Modo Bar, Via Mascarella, 26/a
L’Ortica, Via Mascarella, 26
Tricheco, Via Rialto, 20/a
BrewDog, Via S.Valentino, 2
Cassero, Via Don Giovanni Minzoni, 18
(disco/LGBT Centre, members only)

Others
•
Bookshop, Via Santa Croce, 10
• Gruccia Alterna, Strada
Maggiore, 58/a
• Libreria Trame, Via Goito, 3
• Modo Infoshop, Via Mascare

© David Bramhall
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Accommodation information
Aemilia Hotel
2nd century B.C.E., the Aemilia Hotel is a luxurious 4 star hotel located just a bit
outside the city centre of Bologna. Modern and elegant, it’s just a few minutes’
walk from the heart of the town. It is the ideal solution for those who are looking
bathroom accessories, a hairdryer, and an electronic safe.

Pedrini Hotel
strategically located in the heart of the historic centre. Hotel Pedrini is just a short walk

Nuovo Hotel del Porto
The Nuovo del Porto Hotel is located conveniently near the Bologna central train
TV, and individually adjustable heating and air conditioning, as well as a gluten-free
breakfast and 24-hour reception desk.

Arriving in Bologna
From the Bologna Airport to the City Centre
We recommend the bus! The BLQ Aerobus is the easiest way to go from the airport to
the train station in the city centre of Bologna in 20 minutes. It runs every 10 to 30 minutes
from 5am to 11:30pm and costs 6€. You can purchase tickets from the driver or automatic
machines near the bus stop.
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If you’re staying at Aemilia Hotel
until the train station.
Take
in front of the train station,
direction
named Zanolini, and walk in the same direction
for 300 meters. The hotel is on your right.

Google Maps

If you’re staying at Hotel Pedrini
until the train station. Take
named
. Walk in the same direction
for a few minutes. Turn right on via Strada Maggiore
and walk another 2 minutes. The hotel is on your
left. The total walking distance is 300 meters.
Google Maps

If you’re staying at Nuovo Hotel del Porto
until the train station. Take
in front of the train station direction Filanda. Get
, go across
is located on that road at number 6 on your right.
The total walking distance is about 350 meters.
Google Maps

Taxi service is available 24/7. It is a 20€ fare between downtown and the airport.
You can download the free application Taxiclick that allows you to order taxis
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Getting around Bologna during the Council
Walking: It is the easiest way to get around as Bologna is not very big and easily
accessible by walking from anywhere within the city centre.
Bicycle: BikeinBo will deliver a rental bike to your door anywhere in Bologna. Rates
include helmet, lock, maps, and front basket. 15€ a day, 25€ for 3 days.
Public transport:
bus tickets before boarding in newsstands or tobacco shops for €1,30 and validate
them on board, or you can also buy it on the bus for €1,50 (you don’t have to ask the
bus driver, as there are little red machines on the bus that accept coins but give NO
change). On the 2nd of June (Republic Day in Italy) and during the weekends, the
only. During these days, there is an electric shuttle “T2” every 15 minutes that
circulates through the centre.
Car and motorcycle: If you are travelling by car, please note that it is not possible
ZTL”. Remember also that you can’t park your car in the yellow lines and you have
to pay to park in the blue lines. The prices of parking tickets ranges from €1.20 to
€1.80 per hour.

10 keywords/phrases when visiting Bologna
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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10 cultural tips when staying in Bologna
1.

Bologna is a friendly city for the LGBTI community, that’s one of the reasons

2.

You don’t need to tip in Italy, but it is always appreciated if the service was

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Sundays and Monday mornings.
Typical hours of service at the restaurants are 12:30pm to 2:30pm and 7:30pm
to 10pm. Peak lunch time is 1pm and dinner is 9pm.
Aspirin (acetylsalicylic acid) is commonly found in pharmacies, however Tylenol
(acetaminophen/paracetamol) is not. You can ask for Ibuprofen as a pain reliever.
Italian tap water is sometimes heavily chlorinated, so it is best to drink bottled
water if you are not used to it.
Please be vigilant in certain areas at night, like at the university area (Piazza
Verdi) in the north east of Bologna

sure, this kind of advice is useful
anywhere.
8. The typical Italian way of behaving
is loud with a lot of gestures; this
could sometimes be considered by
foreigners as “impolite”.
9. Looking at each other for a long
time doesn’t necessary mean
something bad in Italy; it’s also a
way of appreciating one another.
10. Smoking in Italy is more common
than in northern countries. If you
smoke, please keep in mind other
people at the Council may feel
uncomfortable staying around
smoke. Also remember to throw
your cigarette butts in the trash or
© David Bramhall
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Executive Board 2014 – 2016

Arja Voipio

Krisztina Kolos Orban
Hungary
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Alecs Recher
Switzerland

Croatia

Steering Committee Members

Vreer Verkerke
Netherlands

Kristian Randelovic
Serbia

Frydenlund
Norway

Julia Pereira
Portugal

Clémence
Zamora-Cruz
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TGEU Team

Julia Ehrt

Executive Director

Moritz Sander

Richard Köhler

Noah Keuzenkamp

Carla LaGata

Boglarka Fedorko

Senior Researcher
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Project Manager

Mina Tolu

Adam Smiley

Lukas Berredo

Catie Carr

Akim Giroux

Assistant coordinator
for the Council
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7. TGEU General Assembly
has a nine-member Steering Committee that consists of
two Co-chairs and seven other members. The Co-chairs and the other Steering
Assembly also elects two auditors.
This summary contains information submitted in a written call by the candidates for
plus the number of meetings incumbent Steering Committee members attended
in the last term. The election of the Co-chairs, the Steering Committee and the
Auditors for 2016-2018 will take place at the General Assembly in the afternoon of
Saturday, June 4, 2016 at the Council in Bologna. You can read the full applications
listed in alphabetical order by their last names.

Candidates for the Steering Committee
Tamar Chakvetadze

Member of the following organisation(s): Women
Initiative Supporting Group; Georgian Young Greens
background. Activist from my mother’s womb, Defender
the heart. As soon as I have reached my bachelor degree in Law, I prepared for the
second round and I received my MA in Gender studies. That I see as my strength.
Gender studies in Georgia is the only program in Caucasus and unfortunately fairly
unpopular. My broad involvement in Governmental and Non-Governmental civil

task of processing important information received from non-governmental and
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Department. I have been an active contributor to increasing awareness about the
rights of women with disabilities, as one of the most vulnerable and marginalized
group of society.
Nowadays, I am Vice-president of Executive Committee of Georgian Young Greens.
climate and generally about green politics, but it also has a strong vision against
discrimination of any signs.
I am seeking for changes in social, cultural and economic aspects of Georgian youth
and in the whole society. The culture of volunteering is poorly developed in Georgia,
but I believe that this is the most important part of organisational development. As
Executive Committee member, I monitor youth projects locally and internationally,
coordinate and facilitate program events within the organisation. As the result, I
meet a lot of foreign partners and like-minded people, which helps me to exchange
information and share experiences regarding social justice, democracy, gender and
other policies of our organisation.
Projects and activities I have been involved include, but are not limited to:
• Energy, Climate Change and Gender (Erasmus project - Enerbridges, German
Greens, Germany, 2014);
2015);
• Me Over my SEX (Art project; GYG, Georgia, 2014);
empowerment, Photographer, Blogger, 2015);

Most importantly, I am a member and researcher of Trans* community of the
NGO “Women Initiative Supporting Group”. My goal is to empower trans *and
other gender performative groups to meet their needs and be able to stand up for
themselves as valuable citizens do.
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Nicole De Leo
Bologna, Italy; Transwoman
Member of the following organisation(s): MIT
(Movemento Identità Transessuale)
My name is Nicole De Leo I was born in South of Italy,
Ruvo di Puglia (BA) in 1958. I attended to Language high
school and then I began to study and work as an actress
right as my own life was continuously harassed by the society in which I lived.
Then when I decided to make sex-change I came in touch of MIT where I developed
a more substantial awareness of transsexual condition. So I got involved in many
of the projects in which MIT was involved such as access to work counter in
and counseling concerning health-care and prostitution.
I was also involved in Cultural and artistic experiences such as organisation of

Montenegro; cis female
for contact with LGBT population in Clinical Center of
Montenegro
in medical law-rights of trans population, works in
Clinical Center of Montenegro and is also contact person for LGBT population in
Clinical Center of Montenegro. Married with two children.
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Eva Fels
Vienna, Austria; TransWoman
I lead the Austrian TG federation TransX since 2000,
and I'm still not frustrated to work for other TGs and
TG politics. Well, we could ban an unappealing TG-law,
lever the Austrian standards of care and establish a

the Vienna town hall 2005. The object of the council was building up a transnational network where a common course of actions could be settled. And this
is still important. We may not dedicate trans-activism to the board but need vital
structures for common actions.

Europe. Trans*-persons and Trans*-issues may not be disregarded any more.

Bergen, Norway; transgender, non-binary male.
LLH Oslo and Akershus; Amnesty International; WPATH

a Master’s degree in administration and organisation theory. In his professional life,
he works as a lecturer in social sciences and the Norwegian language. As an activist,
he has been engaged in LGBT rights on a regional and national level for many years.
He is also a member of the Amnesty International LGBTI network, both in Norway
and at the international level. Today he is the head of the trans political committee
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Zagreb, Croatia (also spent extensive amounts of
time in Canada and Bosnia and Herzegovina); Gender

TMB (Trans Network Balkan)
2014 is a deeply rewarding experience. Being a part of such an inspiring, diverse
team of activists from all over Europe gave me an opportunity to learn and
grow professionally and personally. It is a privilege to participate in shaping an
organisation that I regard as a world leader in advocating for trans rights.

Trans Aid, and have been involved in all aspects of its work since, mainly in leadership
a regional network of trans activists. My work covers diverse areas from advocacy to
peer support, media, fundraising, capacity building and education.
I believe that my knowledge and experience as an activist, as well as my approach
its structure, approach, strategies and policies.

Júlia Mendes Pereira

Lisbon, Portugal; TRANS

member of the national board.
Committee in 2014, being elected at the 5th European Transgender Council, in
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and Anthropology.
an NGO (founded in 2011, but only registered in 2015) aimed to study and defend
gender diversity and bodily diversity, including the experiences of trans and intersex
people, with an intersectional perspective.

person to candidate for the Portuguese Parliament. My dream is to be able to live

Krisztina Kolos Orban

Member of the following organisation(s): Transvanilla
Transgender Association
their trust in me by electing me as member of the
Steering Committee. After that I was appointed by the Co-Chairs to become the
treasurer of the organisation so I also became a member of the Executive Board.

work and loved contributing to the further development of this growing
Transvanilla in Hungary and I also work for the organisation part time since 2014.
Being a board member of a national trans NGO for six years now I have also gained
skills on community and capacity building, fundraising, advocacy and networking.
Not working full time means I have the time to volunteer for the European trans
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Alecs Recher

Switzerland; trans male
Transgender Network Switzerland (TGNS)
defending trans rights on a European level. During
this time, we have seen major progress but also major attacks on our rights.
strong actor representing and working with and for our diverse community, is my

into an NGO with a considerable number of employees running the day-to-day
work. Such transformation calls for adapting structures and processes. I would like
to continue, together with Arja Voipio and the rest of the team, this process of
organisational development we started. After having served as board member in
the last four years, I feel well prepared for this task.

member of parliament, in human rights and law as my profession, in non-trans-related

J Vreer Verkerke

Republic of Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Elissogender
individual member, working with TNN (a foundation,
no members); Principle-17 (prospective member org) for
realisation of the right to the highest standard of health.
I am an elissogender (gender meander) who runs for a third term. Loving the
Steering life, working to improve the organisation with knowledge and passion.
Every opportunity I have I stimulate people to get active, to take control of their
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lives, become their authentic selves, regardless of law and care regulations. I show
people a ‘third’ way. In everything. And I am nice.

Arja Voipio

I joined the Steering Committee and the Board in 2012. I
was elected in 2014 to serve as a co-chair together with
Alecs Recher. Before joining the Steering Committee I served as the Vice Chair of
the Board of Trasek and as the Chair of the Board of HeSeta the main organiser of
Helsinki Pride.
We have been able to contribute at the European level both by improving the
capacity of many of our member organisations and by making an impact in the
into a key node in the European network for trans rights.
I have played a role in improving the governance and administrative structures while
I am running for the second term in order to continue to promote trans rights and

Clémence Zamora-Cruz

LGBT; Acceptess-t; Translatina Network (New York)
I am a transfeminist activist of Mexican origin and
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violence and rejection because I was a trans child. I was always trying to get people
the same situation as me. When I was teenager I had to leave home because the
transphobia inside my family.
I lived for several months on the street when I was 15 year old and realized then that
As a transwoman, I know that we have to continue to make progress in Human
Rights to protect those most vulnerable in our societies.
worked as a radio presenter for a few years on the report “Clemence in Wonderland”
in the Paris International Tournament working for inclusion of transgender people
years I was co-president of Acceptess-T too. At present I act as spokeswoman and
of the Steering Committee since 2015.
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Candidates for Auditors
Katherine Burrows

Member of the following organisation(s): Scottish
Transgender Alliance; LEAP Sports Scotland; LGBT
Youth Scotland
I am a retired accountant having worked for 23 years in the pharmaceutical industry

Scottish charities that work for LGBTI rights: LGBT Youth Scotland and LEAP Sports
Scotland. I have also volunteered for the Scottish Transgender Alliance and LGBT
Health and Wellbeing. In addition, I provide free trans awareness training to public
bodies, local authorities and charities in Scotland.

Kira Selin

Member of the following organisation(s): Trasek;
Heseta, Regnbågsankan (both in Helsinki)

impressed of the dedication and commitment all the

my private life and participate at some times more and at others less in local LGBT
communities depending on the working of load but I’m fully committed to assist
I have a career of over two decades within banking and treasury and Team leading
and have always worked with strict principles re trust, honesty, cooperation and
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Applications of Host Cities for the Council 2018
The European Transgender Councils are organised by Transgender Europe together
with a local host organisation. The General Assembly will elect the host organisation
and by this as well the city where the Council 2018 will take place.
This summary contains information submitted in a written call by the organisations
max. 1000 characters). The selection will take place at the General Assembly in the
afternoon of Saturday, June 4, 2016 at the Council in Bologna. You can read the full

Antwerp, Belgium
Organisation:
The LGBT community in Belgium is looking forward to host the Transgender Europe
it would be the biggest opportunity to raise awareness and pressure with policy
and decisionmakers regarding the legal gender recognition law. We would like to
welcome you all to Antwerp, a beautiful and very divers city (in every meaning of
We, çavaria, Transgender Infopunt and Genres Pluriels, are very highly motivated,
this council in 2018. Çavaria, together with Transgender Infopunt and Genres
Pluriels, is also the main focal point for politicians, and government. Lobbying for
better legal gender recognition. Lobbying for better structural measures, for more
wellbeing for transgender persons and their environment.

Lisbon, Portugal
Organisation:
As it was our main motivation to increase and empower the trans movement
parliamentary room with self-determined trans and intersex people. We had our
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months earlier we made the government respond to our accusation on violations of
legally recognized NGO in Portugal working with and for trans and intersex people.
an organisation and as a movement. As we are based in Lisbon, our capital, we
strongly believe that is the perfect place to host, as its fame is being stated all over

Malta
Organisation:
The Malta LGBTIQ Rights Movement has been involved in advocating for Trans
rights and in providing support to the trans community for over a decade. It has
been a major contributor to the passing of the Gender Identity, Gender Expression
and Sex Characteristics Act in 2015 as well as in the launching and implementation
of the Trans, Gender Variant and Intersex Students in School Policy. It has also been
active in supporting trans prison inmates and in advocating for a policy on the
treatment of trans detainees.

Vilnius, Lithuania
Organisation:
Thereby the National LGBT* Rights Organisation LGL (Lithuania) would like to
express its interest in organizing the 7th European Transgender Council 2018. Based
on its previous experience in organizing large scale international events (ILGA-Europe
Annual Conference 2007 and international human rights conferences with the
framework of Baltic Pride 2010 & 2013), LGL would like to invite our colleagues and
friends from all over the region to explore the wonderful city of Vilnius. Despite the
challenging transgender human rights situation in the country, we genuinely believe
that the possibility of organizing the Council in Lithuania would not only place our local
its solid base of volunteers are ready to devote our time, resources and enthusiasm
be of crucial importance to our transgender members in discovering, embracing and
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Workshop Presenters
A. Chaber
in LGBTQI activism since 2008, Chaber has been doing programmatic and advocacy work
and is currently focusing on strategic planning, management and fundraising.
Adam Smiley
the physical and mental health of trans people across Europe. Adam holds a
master’s degree in public health (MPH).
Alessandra Barberi
the Council of Ministers, since 2012. She has a professional background in social
policies as being responsible for the activities dealing with LGBT issues; from 2002

Alex Fridunger has been an LGBTQ activist and trainer in Sweden since 2001.

Alex Mosconi
Bologna branch of the national organization Arcigay. Aim of the Group is to develop
about LGBTI issues, inclusion, diversity and identities.
Maurizio Braglia is a psychologist, co-worker at the Social Integration Policy
Department of the Emilia-Romagna Region (project for inclusion of sex workers
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Anton Macintosh is the coordinator of T*-Action program in the non-governmental
organisation “Action”; board member since April 2014 till present; Leader of a
support group for trans* people; peer-to-peer consultant on trans* issues; narrative
therapist and coordinator of the project “Trans people visiting doctors”.
Aum (Mimi) Neko is a trans activist from Thailand who publicly criticised the king

Boglarka Fedorko
project, aiming to better protect trans people and their communities in Europe against
violence. She has experience in advocacy, training delivery, and capacity-building work
sexual and reproductive rights, and decriminalisation of sex work.
Broden Giambrone
(TENI) and leads their advocacy and public awareness campaigns.
Buse Kilickaya has been a trans human rights defender for nearly 20 years now.
She has developed several projects ranging from sexual health to arts and culture,
founder and the current chair-person of Pembe Hayat in Turkey.
Carla LaGata

Carlo Francesco Salmaso is an anthropologist and Coordinator at “Piazza Grande”
project, against homeless marginality in Bologna; researcher and trainer at “Avvocato
di Strada Onlus” on intersections between homelessness and LGBT issues.
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Carmen Bertolazzi
d’Aria” for the rights of imprisoned people. She is an activist for LGBT rights and
is involved in many projects for the rights of trans persons imprisoned and/or

Cat McIlroy is an activist and educator, actively engaged in LGBTQ activism in
and founder of Trans* Education and Advocacy (TEA), Cat has worked to empower,
educate, and advocate to bring about positive social change for trans* people.
Clémence Zamora-Cruz

in the Paris International Tournament. In her professional work, Clémence is a teacher.
Daniela Nadalin
and ONIG’s Secretary.
Dodo Karsay

Elliott
rehomed hundreds of binders. In 2015 Elliott joined the TransBareAll team.
Emy Fem
and sex worker with a transitioning, transgendered body. She works with the topics
of gender, body and sexuality in diverse ways. She creates workshops about sexuality,
gender, body and sex work. Within “Transsexworks”, she tries to organise a new peer
to peer support structure for trans* sex workers www.emyfem.net
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Frank Berglund
organisation. His advocacy work is focused on rights for trans youth and creating

Ganimet Yalcin (Pembe Hayat LGBTT Solidarity Association, Turkey) has been a trans
and sex worker human rights defender for twenty years. She currently works as a sex
work and provides them counselling in legal, health and psycho-social areas.
Giorgio Cuccio is a trans activist, he has been a member of various trans Italian
organisations and co-author of some collective books on trans issues, such as Elementi
di critica trans, (ed. Arietti, Ballarin, Cuccio, Marcasciano), Manifestolibri 2010.
Giulia Selmi
organisation which creates, promotes and organises educational and research
activities for the elimination of gender stereotypes and discrimination as well as
gender based violence and homo-transphobia.
Inna Iryskina
is an active participant of post-Soviet trans community.
Inti Bertocchi
(Case Zanardi) and of activities for refugees and asylum seekers; management of
transitional housing programs for families evicted or in condition of need.
Isidro García Nieto, social worker and sexologist. General manager of Daniela
trans persons and their families. Currently he is also responsible of the social care
in the LGTBI Service from the regional government of Madrid.
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Jayrôme C. Robinet is a writer, spoken word artist and writing-coach. Two
prose in Germany. He holds a Master Degree in Biographical and Creative Writing
with a focus on writing as a therapeutic tool www.jayrome-c-robinet.com
Jean Jacobsen
Norway, and an ex-sex worker.
Jo Bernardo
of the project Aging with HIV, and is an experienced advocate for human rights,

Jochem is a trans activist with 11 years of experience within Dutch trans community.
many innovative activities, both for trans men and their partners. In his paid life
Jochem is energy worker, coach, shaman, and runs his own practice BY JOVE.
Joe Wong is a Singaporean living in Bangkok. He oversees the institution and
manages partnerships with partners and stakeholders, coordinate responses from
local partners for regional advocacy and monitor programme implementations

Julia Kata
individual persons to various services and initiatives.
KAy Garnellen is a 37-year-old artist, sex worker and trans activist. During the last
workshops, writing to increase visibility on sex work and gender. Since 2014, he
workers. http://kaygarnellen.tumblr.com/
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Kemal Ordek
Turkey, monitoring of violence against trans sex workers, advocacy for sex work law
reform and reproductive health and rights.
Kim Mukasa
committee of the Civil Society Coalition on Human Rights and Constitutional Law

Krisztina Kolos Orban
the national level since 2005 before the founding of Transvanilla Transgender
Transvanilla, the only active NGO focusing only on trans issues in Hungary.
Kseniya Kirichenko is Director of Transgender Legal Defense Project (Russia), and
also does international advocacy for “Coming Out” LGBT Group. She has been
involved in international advocacy and strategic litigation on trans* issues since 2010,
and coordinated alternative reports on Russia for the HRCtte and CEDAW in 2015.
Leo Mulió is psychologist and responsible for the youth group of Daniela
of the most visible young trans activist in Spain.
Lukas Berredo
Borders, and has been a sexual and gender diversity advocate and educator since
2007. Born and raised in Brazil, Lukas has lived in Chile, China, and now Germany.
He holds a Master’s Degree in “International Relations and World History”.
Maria Pia Covre is an Italian sex worker activist and founder of the Comitato per i
Diritti Civili delle Prostitute (Committee for Sex Workers’ Rights). Pia motivated the
use of red umbrellas for a march through the streets of Venice during the 49th Venice
red umbrella is now the worldwide symbol of the sex workers’ rights movement.
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Maria Sundin is a clinical social worker and sexologist. She is a board member and
a globally renown activist Maria has been advocating for decades for trans people’s
rights, access to decent healthcare, and more recently focused on HIV/ Aids.
Masen Davis
where he leads operations and development activities. Before coming to GATE,
Masen served as Executive Director of Transgender Law Center from 2007-2015
where his advocacy was critical to the passage and defense of the School Success
and Opportunity Act (AB 1266) to ensure transgender students have access to
facilities and activities that match their gender identity. Masen also serves as co-

Mina Tolu
Student Organisation. After completing studies in communications they worked
as environmental campaigner in Malta.
Natascia Bernardi works as sports inclusion coordinator for a Charity based in
sport psychology thesis called “Experiences towards exercise and sport among
transgender people in Sweden and Denmark”, which won a fellowship from the
psychology consultant, Natascia helps people in keeping their motivation in
exercising and reaching their personal goals and has written several articles for

Nicole De Leo has been involved in many MIT projects, such as on access to
desk and counselling related to health care and prostitution, and also took part
transgender reality. Nicole currently works in the Via Luna Project (prostitution
harm and risk reduction).
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Porpora Marcasciano is MIT’s president and ONIG‘s vice president, trans activist,
sociologist and writer. Antologaia.Vivere sognando e non sognare di vivere: i miei
anni Settanta (Ed. Alegre 2015) is her latest book.
Richard Köhler
and national level alike. He holds a degree in International Business Administration
and worked previously in international development co-operation supporting LGBT

Roz Lee
dedicated her career to advancing racial, gender, economic and LGBT justice through
philanthropy, community organising, legislative advocacy, and popular education.
Before joining Arcus she worked and volunteered for numerous organisations advancing
social and human rights. She lives with her life partner and daughter in New York City.
Sabrina Sanchez
Spain. She is a trans sex worker, born in Mexico and living in Spain for ten years.
Sanjar Kurmanov is a trans activist and Executive Director of LGBTIQ organization
lobbying for legal gender recognition. He presented an alternative report on the
situation of transgender people at the CEDAW session in 2015, and coordinates

Sara R. Phillips is the Chairperson of TENI for the past 4 years. She has also been
the facilitator of the trans peer support group Dublin.
Stefania Voli is MIT’s activist and co-worker, Phd in Gender Identity History and Sociology.
Tamo Stern
and supervisor with individuals, relationships, families, groups, and working teams.
Tamo is also a social justice trainer and a naturopath. Earlier along his road Tamo
worked as a social worker with heavily traumatised people.
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Tomas Vytautas works for the National LGBT* Rights Organization in Lithuania,
of Europe human rights protection mechanisms with the view of advancing LGBT*
human rights in Lithuania. Tomas has been working on transgender human rights
issues since 2012, resulting in several publications and awareness raising campaigns.
Vic Valentine
activist and have been involved in trans activism and research for several years.
They lead on the STA’s non-binary work.
Wester Meijdam is a Seconded National Expert to the European Commission
Directorate General Justice and Consumers, Non-discrimination policies and
Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science. Wester holds a degree from the

Wiktor Dynarski
as a professional support and advocacy organization.
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9. Emergency Contacts
Carabinieri: 112
Police: 113

Soccorso Stradale ACI (Roadside assistance): 803 116
The pharmacy in Piazza Maggiore is open 24 hours.
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